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1630 - 1676 
In the development of almo s t every progres sive 
na tion commerce has played a very prominent part. Ab-
sence of commerce has brough t economic isolation and 
t he social and moral decay resulting therefrom. China 
is a living example of this; for her decay dates from 
the time when she shut herself off from the commercial 
I 
world and the contacts afforded by it. Many other I 
instances can be cited where the lack of commercial 
II d_evelopment has hindered the progress of the nation; 
jj and still further instances where the presence of com- ' 
I merce has led to the breaking down of social, religiou 
I and political barriers between different peoples, in 
I spite of the fact that wars have usually accompanied 
I
ii the process. 
It is the recognition of this importance of 
I 
I I' commerce and the fear of its decline in this country 
that has often caused our public speakers to "point 
·with pride" to the day when our merchant vessels sa.ile 
I 
"the seven seas", and to "view with alarm" our policy j 
I 
I 
of permitting our international commerce to be carried / 
on for us by foreigners. Particularly in Massachusett 
J is t h is the ca se; for it was here that the commercial 
! 
I 
I 
development of the United States reached its highes t · 
point. Accordingly it might be well worth while to 
look back and see what some of the factors were that 
led to the development during the early colonial 
I 
period-- factors that made the greater development in j 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries possibla. 
1 For many years before Massachusetts Bay Colo- 1 
1
1
1 
ny was founded, fishermen fro m England were 'ant to I 
come to the New England Coasts·xo ply their trade. These 
II 
II 
J, 
,, 
I 
trips took the men away from almost all contact with 
society so tha t the danger that men might fall away 
from 11 the straight and narrow path" presented itself. 
There was a greater danger that these men might carry 
on their trade with the French, Dutch and Portuguese 
traders. It was urged then, for both these reasons, 
that trading stations be established along the north-
east coast. 
Later on t h is feeling gave rise to a group 
of men known as Merchant Adventurers who hoped that by 
:[ 
2 
--1 
I 
J dertaking; at any rate the 11 hard times" 
their un- 'I 
in England had I 
merely to cloak the religious character of 
something to do with getting young men to come to New 
England to better their condition. Whatever were the 
feelings of the colonists, the purpose of those who 
! backed the movement was in part the commercial one of I 
' ' 
II increasing trade and commerce. The establishment of I 
J Boards of Trade and Plantation under the direction of i 
which the Colony partly came.,~ seems to show this to be 
so. Besides this, there were other factors that seem 
to point to this conclusion. 
England through her various wars was always in 
danger of having the sources of her supplies of naval 
I 
3 
I' 
r l 
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II 
il stores cut off, and so it was hoped that New England I 
1
1 
might furnish her with abundant supplies of lumber; ta~r, 
and pitch. 1 . Trade rivalry with the Dutch so increased 1 
competition that England was forced to keep constantly 
on the lookout for possible means of extending her 
trade. Attention was directed to New England, where 
with furs, fish and lumber in abundance, all that was 
needed to force England to take them was this growing 
competition. To help them in their plans, .English 
Merchant Adventurers sought a remedy in the colonizing 1 
I movement. I 
I 
Attempts we r e made by the Plymouth Co. and by I 
i the Dorchester Adventurers; the former establishing thJ 
I 
II ill 
I and 
fated Popham Colony near the mouth of the Kennebec, 
the latter, as before mentioned,settling at Cape !I 
I Ann; but both enterprises failed. 
ij 
When, later, a col- I 
ony was established at Plymouth in New England, econom1 
ic necessity forced the settlers into trade with the I 
Indians. It was found that some of the cheap manufac- ~ 
tured goods which they br:a:ught from England were salabl 
for corn and beaver,two articles which later became I 
important staples of trade. Their fishermen associated ! 
1. This hope was later fulfilled by the colony, for 
Winthrop ·vvri tea: 
I 
11
.It was creditably informed to the council that t bl is 
country would in time be very beneficial to England !\for 
masts, cordage, etc. df. the Sound should be debarr ~d 
(Win. Vol. I, 101) ~ -
5 ,, 
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1
1 with 
I 
the Dorchester Adventurers at Cape Ann and began 
to carry on a little trade. Later, posts were es-
' tablished by them on the Kennebec for trading with the ! 
Indians, and on Buzzards Bay for trading with the 
Dutch at New Amsterdam. 
It seems possible that these fore-runners of 
the Massachusetts Bay Co. by making known the possi-
bilities of trade, may have had some influence on the 
founders in getting them to make the commercial pro-
visions that they finally did make; for we find them 
' 
I 
I 
I 
granting certain trading privileges to a minor company ! 
of five adventurers and five planters who had helped 
the enterprise. 
1 
of beaver, all 
These men were to have balf the tr~e ~ 
other furs, the sole making of salt i1 
! 
for the fisheries, the business of furnishing a maga-
1 zine or company store at stated rates and the sole 
I 
transportation of passengers and goods at certain rate • 
Likewise in the Charter we see that special 
provisions were made to take care of any trade that 
might arise. In the first place, virtual free trade 
was established; for the colony was freed from all 
duties to and from English ports for seven years; and 
I 
I 
1. Cheever, In Essex Inst. Hist. Coll., Vol. I, page 6
1
• 
:I 
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I 
i 
I 
for the following twenty one years a duty of only 5% 
was imposed on :M-erchandize entering England from the 
colony. 1 In re gard to the trading privileges of the 
colonists the following provision was made: 
11 They .••• shall have full and free power 
to continue said trade of fishing ....••. and 
to build and set upon the lands such wharfs, 
stages, and work ho ·u.ses .; as &hall be nee essary . 
for the salting, drying and keeping of the 
fish to be taken on that coast, and to cut 
down and take such trees and other materials 
there growing or bging as shall be needful 
for that purpose. 11 
Such were some of the provisions made for the 
:I 
Massachusetts Bay Colony when it was established, but 1 
the privileges granted were not valuable enough to 
make the adventure pay those who financed it. 
The first year was a pretty hard one despite 
the help obtained from the Plymouth Colony and from 
England. But in the spring of the following year corn 1 
was grown and obtained from the Indiana in exchange 
for implements of all sorts. These Indians were al-
ready accustomed ~o trade, for adventurers like 
Maverick, who had established himself at Noddles Is-
land about 1621, had for a long time been trading 
with them. This trade sprang up almost from the 
- ~~===r=========================================+=======l 
1. Weeden, Econ. & Soc. History of N.E., Vol. I, p. 130. 
2. MacDonald, Select Charters, p. 42. I 
II 
'1
1
1 
1 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
start; the Indians exchanging corn and beaver for u-
tens ile, cloth and wampum, the value of which was 
# 
taught the colonists by the Dutch. In this way, corn 
and beaver were obtained at a very low price. The 
wampum proved to be the magnet for drawing the beaver 
from the forest; and the demand for beaver in England 
and on the continent was so great that it became a 
most desirable medium of exchange. 
Between 1630 and 1640 this trade with the 
Indians prospered. The Indian who had formerly grown 
his own corn supply for winter use now found it easi-
er to trade beaver skins to the white man for the corn 
which the la:tter was now able to cultivate in large 
quantities. This gave the colonists a chance to "cor-
ner the market" and sell the corn at exorbitant prices 
during the winter. By granting the Indian credit, 
they came near establishing a form of indented ser-
vant of them;1 for the Indians were now forced to work 
in the fields during the summer to raise enough corn 
to pay bS:ck their debts. In the beaver trade, the 
Indians were given merely a few beads, knives or 
farm implements in return for numbers of valuable furs 
1. Weeden, Econ. & Soc. Hist. Vol. I, p. 34. 
See also John Oldham's Relations with the Narragan- : 
sett Indians- Winthrop, Vol I, p. 138. 
'I 
I 
I 7 
These trade practices show how sharp the Puritans were--
and make their policies seem even unethical when viewed 
in the light of their religious teachings. Mr. James 
T. Adams seems to have good reason for not being able 
to understand t he Puritan's idea of justice in trade. 
But then isn't it about the s ame as the modern capi-
talistic practice of regulating wages so close to the 
/
1 
margin as to provide for the wage earne~ only enough 
lj for a hand to mouth existence. 
II With the extension of trade, rivalry with the 
I 
I 
neighboring Plymouth Colony arose. This almost turned 
to enmity1 for we find them refusing to p ermit a vesse 
\I 
11 from Salem to trade there. But the danger of Dutch 
I rivalry soon made them for get t heir differences and 
forced them together so that they might maintain the 
Indian trade for themselves. In 1633 the Governor of 
Plymouth Colony came to Boston to confer with the2 
Massachusetts Governor in regard to joining with him 
in a propositio n to set up a trading post on t he Con-
~ necticut in order to prevent the fur trade from going 
down that river to the Dutch. For various reasons 
I 
the Massachusetts leaders did not think the plan feas- 1 
1. Winthrop, p. 67, Vol. I. 
2. Ibid, p. 103. 
'! 
8 
I 
• ible and so declined. Bradford of Plymouth, in his 
report on the project,1 breaks down the objeetions 
that the New England leaders raised, and pointed out 
the importance that such a trade would have if de-
vel oped. 
Whatever reasons the Massachusetts leaders had i 
for refusing, they did not fail to notice the impor-
tance of trade in that region. We find Winthrop writ-
ing of the trade with the Indians in Connecticut for 
beaver and "hemp which grows in great abundance and is 
":> 
much better than the English"."" And that the Indians 
welcomed traders seems to be shown by the fact that 
, when John Qldham went there to trade 11 he lodged at 
Indian barns all the way". Winthrop also felt that ! 
the beaver .trade could be enlarged upon, for he writes ~ 
! 
11 So as from t his Lake there comes yearly 
to the Dutch about then thousand skins which 
might easily be diverted by MerriJtack 11 (he un-
doubtedly knew little of the geography of the 
region) 11 i f a course %f trade were settled 
a bove in that river." 
Along all the river valleys extending into 
the wilderness, fur trading posts were set up. And as 
the more adventurous traders moved inland, trade with 
1. Bradford Journal, p. 300. 
2. Winthrop, Vol ' I, p. 108. 
3. Ibid. 
r - ~---
'[ 
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the Indians living along the northern part of the Con-
necticut River was established. The Pynchons who were 
prominent in the founding of Springfield became en-
1 gaged in this trade . 1/ha t is now Sac a, Maine, was ale 
1
1 a fur trading post from w~-ich tradere set out up the 
river and into the wilderness plying their trade. Sin e 
Plymouth was not located on any river up the valley of II 
which it might extend its trade, it was less success- I 
ful in this line than were other more favorably situa-
1 
ted colonies. I 
Although the fur trade was a lucrative busines l , 
it had a demoralizing influence on those engaged i n it ~ 
for it created on the one hand, the lazy camp lounger I 
who did no strenuous work, and on the other, the type j 
of Indian, who, acting only as a middleman between 
the hunter and the white man,grew to love his liquor 
and managed by hook or c~ook to get fire arms to be 
furnished throughout the tribes. This sale of fire 
arms became quite a problem. In 1633 a law was passed 
which stated that "no person should sell any arms or \ 
amnmni tion to any Indian upon penalty of a fine of 
£10 for every gun, £5 for a pound of powder and 1081 
1. Hutchinson, Collection of Papers on His tory of 
Massachusetts. 
I 
I 
I 
,--
I! 
II 
.----
for a pound of shot."; but in spite of this regulation 1 
the sale cont inued so that by the time of King Philip' I 
I 
and ammu-j war the Indians were well supplied with arms 
/1 ni tion and had become excellent markemen. 
~ Alongside the trade with the Indians there 
l
:j grew up an external trade; for the varying climate 
along the Atlantic Coast tended to make the colonies 
! economically inter-dependent. A various trade t hus 
1 
arose, with ships coming from Maryland and Virginia to J 
trade corn and cattle for fish and provisions. For-
eign trade was beginning to grow, for Johnson says of 
Boston in 1637 t 11 this town is the very mart of the 
land. French, Portugalls and Dutch came hither for 
Traffique 11 • 
Agriculture was not sufficiently developed to 
make the colony self sufficing along this line.2 In 
1634 ten thousand bushels of corn were imported from 
Virginia. The conditions were so unfavorable to eke-
ing out one's sustenance from the soil that the colo-
Jl nists were forced to turn to the sea. Fishing became 
I 
an important industry in Ma ssachusetts from now on 
due partly to the efforts of men like Hugh Peter who 
1. Johnson~ Wonder Working Prov., p. 71. 
2. Beer, Origins of Brit. Col. Syst., p. 145. I· 
11 
I 
pointed out that unless t his industry were established 1 
the colonists would be in danger of being oppressed by 
the seamen in times of poor harvests. Fish flakes for 
drying fish were now established at Gloucester and at 
various other places along the coast; but dinficulties 
were met in getting salt for curing. Several attempts 
were made to make salt by evaporating sea water, but 
not with much success, so most of it had to be pur-
chased from the Dutch traders. That the colony gave 
legal encouragement to this indus t ry is shown by an 
order 
"that all stocks employed in fishing should 
be free from public charge for seven years. 
This was not done to encourage foreigners, 
but to encourage our own people to set upon 
it." 2 
Since the colonists were forced to secure 
necessities such as household furnishings, sugar, iron 
tools and clothing from outside sources, and since 
direct exchange with England was impossible at times, 
trade with other peoples was made necessary. Trade 
with the Dutch on the Hudson began to increase. To 
the north, trade was limited to the "Gulf of Maine 11 
by the French, much to the dissatisfaction of both 
1. Winthrop, Vol. I, p. 165. 
2. Ibid, p. 310. 
12 
I 
I 
' ll 
I' 
II 
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'I 
,, 
I 
-
'I I 
fishermen and traders. By order of the French leader 
La Tour, _vessels which traded north of Pemaquid were 
liable to capture. Later on~ La Tour's commission was 
given to D1Aubray, but La Tour, refusing to recognize 
his successor,became engaged in 
him; one in which Massachusetts 
I 
a lively struggle with 
Merchants played a I 
I 
part. 
Various attempts were made to regulate trade 
in the colony. In 1631 a law. was passed forcing a111 
importers to obtain a license from the Governor. This 
acted as a sort of customs duty and also gave the 
Governor an opportunity to favor his commercial friends. 
In 1632, 2 and>ther la.w was passed which prevented any-
1 
one from sailing for England with money or beaver with-
out express permission from the Governor. Money, and 
beaver which had come to be used as such, were being 
exported so rapidly that there was not enough left to 
carry on the ordinary commercial transactions. Both 
of these laws were difficult to enforce and were con-
stantly being evaded; and so they were repeated in 
1635. 
With England trade seemed to be improving. 
13 
--~ ---~~-==~=9~====~=-=-======-~=-===-==========================~===--~-~=-~ 
1. Weeden, Econ. Soc. Hist. of N.E., Vol. I, p. 119. 
I 
I 
I 
II 
2. Ibid, p. 119. 
II 
~~~ Through the influence of Geor ge Downing a brother-in-
law of Winthrop trade was aided greatly. The following 
i's an illustration of his influence or that of some 
other colonial well wisher: 
"In le Philip of London - Rich Hussey 
Mr. versus New England. John Winthrop etc. 
of the Plantacun of Matchechusetts baye 
XXVI colts and XI heifers fre pc~ licit 
regis 11 .L 
I This possibly meant that actual free trade was ee-
l tablished. 
I 
' About 1637 a change took place that had a 
I serious affect on Massachusetts trade. The flow of 
immigration which had been fairly regular up to this 
11 time suddenly ceased. Agriculture had by now become 
1 
a main staple industry and much money had been made by 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
selling provisions to newcomers at fancy prices. When : 
I the market for this produce was closed corn and live 
i stock became a drug on the mar-ket. Besides this lack 
! of trade, a shortage of manufactured goods which these 
new arrivals were accustomed to bring with them or 
merchants to import resulted. As a consequence, price 
rose tremendously thus occasioning much hardship. In 
speaking of thus change Winthrop says: 
1. Winthrop in the London Post Books, M.H.S.P. Vol. 47, 
p. 183. Also quoted in Weeden. 
2 . Winthrop, Vol. II, p. 94. 
r 
14 
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"Th~m straits (those of 1 37) set our 
people on work to provide fish, clapboards, 
plank, etc. and to sow hemp and flax (which 
prospered very well) and to loof to the West 
Indies for a trade for cotton." 
It seems that from then on dates the beginning 
I 
of Massachusetts Maratime Commerce for attention was 1 
now directed to ship building. Although, in 1631, 
Winthrop had the "Blessing of the Ba.y11 built, this in-
dustry had not progressed very rapidly, most of t he 
./ trade being conducted in English ships. But now, 
j since these vessels did not come to their ports, the 
colonists were forced to build their own ships. The 
exigencies of the fishing trade, and the difficulties 
of manoeuvering on the New England coasts made them 
II 
. I 
build their vessels along new lines; and as a result 
a faster, lighter and more practical ship was built 
than were the Engl ish vessels. As this industry gTew 
and the results of these experiments in building were 
worked out, newer and newer types were 
in the eighteenth and early nineteenth 
among the fastest in the world . 
developed which I 
centuries were , 
! 
Boston, Salem and Gloucester became at first, 
II 
I 
the chief boat building centers but others contributed, 
I I ~~~--=-~~~~====================================================~====-~=-=-~ 
1. Winthrop, Vol. II, p. 94. 
I 16 
I ~= 
I
I' by sending the 1 umber , pitch, e t c . so necessary in 
J trade . Hingham was engaged in this auxiliary trade 
I 
"~====~==~~r== 
I we are told that 
11 the people had much profited themselves 
by transporting Lumber Planke and mast 
for shipping to the town of Boston, as 
also Cedar and Pine-board to supply the 
wants of other towns; and also t£ remote 
parts even as far as Barbadoes." 
II 
th i~ 
for
1
1 
Massachusetts aided this industry by passing 
a law which exempted all men engaged in the shipping2 , 
and f ishing businesses from drilling and by encourag~ 
ing them in other ways. The farmers at once objected 
to 11 trayning in seed tyme and hay time and harvest113 
if those men engaged in the shipping and fishing in-
dustries were exempted; for they argued t ha t they too 
were work ing f or the welfare of the commonweal. 
In 1641 an event important to the welfare of 
the colony took place in England. The Puritans headed 
by Cromwell started a Civil 'riar that later brought 
them into power and enabled them to sveep away those 
religious abuses that caused many to seek refuge in 
America. This change was the cause of great rejoicing 1 
in Massachusetts and set many thinking of returning 
1. Jo hnson, W. W. P., p. 116. 
2. Records of Ma ss., V, p. 258. 
3. Lechford's Note Book, p. 322. 
i) 
;I 17 
I 
I ===-:====== ---- -
I =--=----==-'tl = 
1 
to England. 
I 
r--=- == 
So instead of colonists coming from England 
I 
some returned in spite of the dangers of the Civil War 
then going on. 
I Economic conditions in the colony were pretty 
i bad at this time and caused many to leave for Virginia i 
I and the West Indies. Esta tes were sold in great num-
I bers thus f looding the market and decreasing property 
/ values. Prices dropped considerably and, to quote 
1
1 
WJ.nthrop: 
I
I "Corn would buy nothing , cows tha t last year 
I 
cost 20£ now sold for 4£ and 5£. No man could 
I 
pay hi s debts nor Merchants make return into 
I 
England for their commodities, wh ich occasioned 
1 many there to speak evil of us. 11 2 
li By t he end of the year, however, conditions :, 
i mproved all around thus put t ing a stop to the mi gra- I 
tion s to Vir ginia. The stories of the prevalence of 
choler i in the Weet Indies checked any migration to 
that place. Shipping i mproved - five or six Ships 
being built every yea r. Of fishing Winthrop ~T ites: 
"this year men followed fishing so well that 
about 300, 000 lbs. of fish were sent to mar-
ket. "1 
I 
I 
But still so few ships came from England that people 
felt the need for manufactured goods. To quote Win-==-==~-~-~=-===t==~=======================================================#=====~ I 
-===1 1. Winthrop, Vol. II, p. 42. II 
2. Ibid, Vol. I, p. 
• 
I 
II 
,I 
throp: 
"our supplies falling so much, men began to 
look about them and fell to a manufacture 
of cotton, whereof we had store from Barba-
does, and of hemp and flax wherein Ro wley 
to their greit commendation exceeded all 
other towns". 
Not many looked with favor on this turn to 
industry, the farmers f e eling that it was more to2 
their profit to raise corn and cattle to trade with 
the merchants than to try to manufacture cloth. This 
was probably an early instance of the recognition of 
the danger that the industrialization of New England 
would make agriculture unprof itable. Other attempts 
to turn to industry were made but not with· much suc-
3 
cess. 
With the settling of a f fairs in England, trade j 
conditions improved; a.nd best of all for the colony 
was the attitude of Cromwell and Parliament toward 
New England . In a letter to Rev . John Cotton, Crom-
well wrote: 
11 I am ready to serve you and your 
bretheren and churches with you. 11 4 
But Cromwell was sincere and to show his friendship 
for New England the following Act was passed: 
18 
II 
' 
~-~-===-=-==~====~==~~~~~==~~====================~======~ 1. Winthrop, Vol. II, p. 122. 
2. Johnson, W.W.P. page 21. 
3. Winthrop, Vol. I, p. 222. 
4. Hutchinson, Coll. p. 236. 
"the commons now assembled in Parliament 
do ordain that all merchandise, goods 
exported etc. into New England to be 
spent, used or employed there, or being 
of the growth of that country shall be 
imported hither, on the voyage going or 
returning, shall----be free ~f all customs 
in England and New England. 11 
This was a direct piece of legislation by the English 
Parliament for the colony and nullified any trade 
restrictions that the colony made in regard to this 
trade. 
i 
The colonists etood by Cromwell and Parliament 
for this "favored colony" treatment as the following 
! example showe. On one occasion a London ship, one 
I 
I 
I, 
'I 
of Cromwells, found a Bristol ship, a King's ship, 
in Boston; and the colonists favoring Cromwell per-
mitted the capture to take place saying of the King 
I . 
that 11 he hath not an absolute power without Parlia.ment1.2 
Thus aided, trade improved so that by 1645, I 
ships were arriving from all quarters. One Boston I 
' 
, ship returned from the Canaries with wine sugar, salt 1 
I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
il 
and some tobacco which she took on board at Barbadoes 
in exchange for 11 Africans11 carried from the Cape Verde l 
il islands. 
Jj cornered11 trade which later became so vi tal; and is 
This shows the beginning of that "three-
!\ 1. 
'I ~: 
1\ 
1: 
II 
Winthrop, Vol. II, p. 97. 
Ibid. , p. 183. 
Ibid., p. 227. 
I' 
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I 
I 
also important as an early record of slave trading. 
Other ships arrived "with stores of linen, woolen, 
shoes and stockings so as we had plenty of all things; 
1 and divers ships took pay in wheat, rye, peas, etc. 
I 
so as there went out of the country this year about 
1 
20,000 bushels of corn." Here was carried on a 
direct exchange of merchandise that permitted trade 
without the use of money and kept agriculture an 
I 
-1 important cog in the wheel of commerce. 
I 
A virtual boom in shiPPing was well under way 
11 by now, and Boston, Salem, Scituate, Dorchester, 
I Gloucester and Plymouth became ship-building centers 
II of note. Along with the rise of shipPing and trade 
:I 
I' there was created a merchant class that gained high 
J social standing. We find Gov. Winthrop marrying the 
I widow of Thomas Coytmore2 a worthy merchant of whose 
'I 
I 
I 
·1· valor and character he speaks very highly. Winthrop's 
J son became a member of this merchant class for awhile J 
Ji The profits arising from this trade were large enough j 
to attract the most capable men in the colony. In l 
fact many of the early Boston families were "establish d1f 
on money made in this trade. In Salem also there I 
-------~~9F~~~=-=-==========~=-~=-=-==============================~====~-=-=9 
I 1. ll a. Winthrop, Vol. II, page 245. s. E. Morrison- Maritime Hist. of Mass., p. 16. 
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I 
I 
arose a wealthy merchant class, for in writing of it 
J' Josselyn says: 11 In this Town there are very rich mer-
1 chants". 1 It was this class that became the backbone 
socially, _politically a.nd economically. 1
1 seas to meet all sorts of difficulties, 
II of the colony, 
Trained on the 
I' haughty independent and influential, it is no wonder 
J that, when regulations that would if enforced rigidly ! 
J/ have cfeprived them of their position, were made, they ., 
jl ·obj ected strenuously. 
It was to the advantage of England nevertheles 
I 
tha.t a class of merchantmen should arise in the coloni -s 
for under Cromwell it seemed that England was so busy I 
at home that there was danger that the Spaniards or the 
Dutch would take the opportunity to strike at her 
colonial empire. By creating such a class, the colo- j 
nies themselves were better able to maintain their own 
d f but t th t . b r · - trade and 1 e ense; a e same 1me y encou ag1ng 
the growth of this merchant class England started the 
; growth of that commerce tha~ became the keynote later 
I 
1 on, in ·the struggle to maintain the independence so 
~~ long enjoyed. 
I 1. Essex Inst. Hist. Coll. - page 90. 
I 
II 
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The trade that developed under these favorable 1 
conditions was of a varied type. At first vessels 
;I would make only a few short trips along the coast to 
i Newfoundland for fish. This fish was in turn cured 
I 
I and sent to the West Indies for supplies of rum sugar 
l -and molasses. Much was also taken to England and 
I Oftentimes the I sold there for manufactured goods. 
lj 
II ship owners would sell both the ship and the cargo and 1 
l 
I 
'jl return home on the next returning vessel. 
l It was with the West Indies, however, that the ~e 
Pipe staves, clap-boards, and 
I 
I grew up the most torade. 
j masts were sent in great numbers to these islands. 
lj That t~e merchants engaged in this trade were keen-
11 I eyed for business is shown by their influence in gettidg 
1 the Massachusetts General Court to send the following 
It letter of instructions to Capt. John Leverett, their 
!I agent in London:-
! "You are hereby desired humbly to move I his Highness that this country may have the 
1
: opportunity to furnish his fleet at Jamaica 
with provisions of wheat, bee£ and pork--
1 
for bills of exchange into England, and pro- l 
mote the settling of a magazine here for sup- 11 
· plying West India Fleets as occasion may require." 
Of the reeult of this bid for business we only know th t 
22 
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I 
the fleet was fitted out with masts and rigging by 
1 Massachusetts merchants. 
With Spain there grew up a trade for wine, sal 
and various other products in exchange for oil, fish, 
lumber, tar, pitch, turpentine, staves, clap-boards 
and other woods. 2 
Coastwise trade was also developing. With 
Virginia, Massachusetts had already a flourishing 
trade, doing most of the carrying to the West Indies 
11 and to England for her. With the Dutch at New Amste 
II 
I 
I 
I 
dam, trade also picked up appreciably. Attempts to 
trade with the Swedes in Delaware were not very sue-
cessful. 
The internal fur trade was fast declining. 
The statutes forbidding the sale of fire arms were 
now rigidly enforced and tended to divert the beaver 
trade to the Dutch and French. Springfield had by 
now become unimportant in this trade due to over-com-
petition, so attempts were made to establish trade 
I 
I 
relations with the Indians on the Hudson near Albany. 3 1 
This plan met with failure for the Dutch refused the 1 
~ request for permission to use the Hudson for this trade. 
1 1. Weeden- Econ. Soc. Hist. p. 129. 
1 2. Ibid., Vol. I, p. 125. 
3. Johnson 1 s Wonder Working Providence, page 237. 
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The attempt to trade with the Indians at the source of t 
the 
\' 
Delaware River were also unsuccessful. 
In 1647, the dangers of attack both from the I 
I 
Indians and from foreign powers led to the formation 
of the New England Confederation. This bound the New 
England Colonies together in trade likewise, for by it 
~~ a mu-tual. good-will was created. Now most of the 
I! good~ that Connecticut and Rhode Isl~nd ports wished 
j' to export were first sent to Boston. 
I 
I In 1650 the English Parliament passed a law ' 
I forbidding trade with Barbadoe s and other dependencie s l 
I acknowledging adherence to the Royalist cause. Such a 
II law would have been detrimental to Massachusetts 
I comme rce if enforced, but Cromwell and his Parliament 
1were too busy in England to see to tts enforcement-
i' 
1 so trade continued on the sly. In referring to this 
j Johnson writes: 
i 
11 Nor could it be imagined that this wilder-
ness should turn a mart for merchants in so short 
a space, Holland, France, Spain and Portugal coming 
hither for trade; shipping going on gallantly till \ 
the Seas became so troublesome and England restraine 
our trade forbidding it with Barbadoes etc. and 
Portugal stopt and took our ships. 11 2 
This restriction caused some traders to seek an outlet 
1. Weeden- Econ. Soc. Hist. - of N. E., Vol. I, p. 149. 
· 2. Johnson - Wonder Working Providence, p. 247 
il 
,I 
I 
in Canada for their traffic. 
Relations with Canada had already existed 
during the struggle between La Tour and D'Aubnay. Als 
in 1648 proposals were made to M. Aillebout Governor 
of Canada for a free commerce between Canada and 
1 Massachusetts. With this proposal the French seemed i 
highly pleased and a correspondence was kept up in \ 
regard to the matter. In 1650, the French Governor I 
sent an a@Snt to Boston in order to eettle not merely I 
trade but to form a league of alliance, defeneive and I 
offensive between Canada and the Colonies of Massachu- , 
setts and Plymouth. The Law of 1650 tended to improv 
I 
these friendly relations between the two countries; bu 
Parliament saw the danger o~ driving the colonists 
into the arms of the French and accordingly repealed 
the law in 1653. 2 
For business purposes, Massachusetts began to 
coin money in 1652. Through her trade with the West 
Indies and the buccaneers, quantities of Spanish 
bullion had been taken into the colony. In order to 
standardize all coinage, this bullion was minted. 3 
I 
Here was an act of sovereignty; and it is of importanc~ 
II-
·1 1. Hutchinson - History of Mass. , Vol. I, p. 156. 
, 2. Weeden- Econ. Soc. Hist~ of N. E., Vol. I, p. 155. I 3. Cheever in Essex Inst. Hist. Coll., pa§S 79. 
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here in showing both the growth of commerce so as to 
require it and the growing feeling of independence 
that this commerce tended to create. In order to 
prevent the money from being carried away from the 
colony too quickly, the General Court passed a law in 
1654 which prohibited the taking of more than twenty 
shillinge at any one time. The influence of mercan-
tilistic ideas is possibly sho~~ by this policy. 
In 1653 England declared war on the Dutch. 
Other members of the New England Confederation wanted 
to strike at New Amsterdam but Massachusetts had built l 
up so flourishing a trade with that colony that she 
refused to join in any attack. A law forbidding the 
exportation of provisions to the Dutch and French was 
not complied with by the colonists. In this as in 
all other attempts at trade restriction that were 
opposed to the interests of the colonies the English 
government was unsuccessful. 
We now come to the story of this attempted 
restriction and of the reasons that prompted England 
to pursue this policy. We have already seen that the 
extension of trade and commerce was in part the reason 
I j 
! 
I 
I 
;, 
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i for establishing colonies in America - possibly less 
! with regard to the Massachusetts Bay Colony than with I 
I some others, but partly true here. It was hoped that j 
11 these colonies might furnish new markets for English 
I manufactures, might help the mother country by supply- ~ 
j ing her with needful raw materials, and, by creating I 
I new industries, might supplement the economic organiza: 
. I 
tion of England. Anything that tended to compete wit 
I 
1 
an already existing English industry, or anything that
1 
I might not be inducive to the welfare of commercial 
I England, no rna. tte r what 1 ts value to the colony might 
I 
I be, was taboo. The colony was to consider itself not i 
J as an economic unit, but as part of a greater imperial ; 
/ economic unit. Freedom of trade outside this unit wa 
1 pro hi bi ted . . This policy was nothing new; but rather 1 
1 dates back to the time of Ri chard II when trade was 
I restricted so as to give the benefits of it to English ! 
11 rather than to fore iBn traders. With the extension of 
11 trade over wider areas it became more and more diffi-
1 cult to carry out this policy of "mercantilism" as it 
is called. The increase in commerce brought England 
constantly into conflict with her rivals the Dutch and 1 
I 
I 
I il 
I 
27 
--.--=-===--===-IF- - -- -------
I 
I 
II 
the French who were struggling to supplant her on the 
seas. This rivalry with the Dutch1 became very in-
tense. One writer says: 11 it has been observed with 
concern that the merchants of England for several 
years past had usually freighted Dutch shipping for 
I 
I 
fetching home their own merchandise, because the freight 
I 
was at a lower rate than that of English ships. The 
Dutch shipping was therefore made use of even for im-
porting our own American products whilst our own lay 
rotting in our harbors. 11 
The English merchants resorted to all plans 
possible that might get them business. An instance of 
how they hoped to overcome trade competition is shown 
I by the following letter fi'bm the Corporation in Englan, 
to the Massachusetts Bay Colony: 
"For we persuade ourselves you cannot buy any 
goods so well bought here as what we send; for 
we buy for ready money and bear the adventure, 
1 whereas others take not only twelve months' 
time but their creditors stand to the adven- I 
ture out and home. 11 2 
This was an attempt to get the Massachusetts ~~ 
Merchants to buy goods in England rather than from the 
Dutch traders. 
1. Quoted in Van Metre, Econ. Hist. of U.S., p. 76. 
2. HUtchinson, Coll. of Papers, p. 258. 
It was the condition of affairs that led 
1 England to pass the Navigation Act of 1651, which 
provided that all goods of the production of Asia, 
Africa and America imported into England must be car-
ried in English owned ships of which the master and 
at least three fourths of the crew were English. Be-
sides goods were to be imported directly from the plac 1 
of production -- if from Europe then in ships of the 
country from which they were imported -- otherwise 
from 
English ships. Foreign vessels were excluded the coast-
" 
wise trade, and the sale of fish caught in foreign 
fishing vessels was prohibited in England. The word 
11 foreign" applied to Massachusetts vessels in regard 
to fishing but in view of the attitude of Parliament 
toward the colony it does not seem that it could have 
applied in the case of trading vessels. 
The rising merchant class in England that fa-
vored Cromwell and got him to encourage trade in the 
colonies were able to maintain the same position with 
the restoration of Charles II. Whatever might have 
actuated their policy-- either their hope of profits 
from the increasing revenues or their desire for 
29 
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1. Osgood, English Colonies in 17th Cent., Vol. II, 
p. 205. 
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! national progress, -- every possible bit of encourage- ,I 
j1 ment was given to make the English speaking people 
I supreme on the sea. 
The Massachusetts Bay leaders feared that the 
restoration would have a. destructive effect on trade, 
so they strove to gain the good graces of the King. 
The following extract from a letter sent to Capt. 
\ John Leverttt by the General Court shows how they trieJ 
1
1 
to have the favorable legislation of the Puritan regime 
II 
I
I enacted in their favor: 
11 and if you find the King and Parliament 
prop~tious to us, to use your utmost en-
deavors for the renewing that ordinance 
that freed us from customs lOth March 
1642. 111 
The reply of King Charles to a letter of Governor Endi ' 
I 
11 cott on this point is likewise of interest: 
I 
I, 
I' 
I 
I 
"We have made it our care to •...... 
extend our thoughts to increase trade and 
the advantages of our colonies and planta-
tions abroad. Among which we consi~er New 
England to be one of the chief est." 
Row they hoped to extend trade is shown by the 
I passage of the Navigation Act of 1660. This was about 
I I the same as the Navigation Act of 1651 passed by the 
I Commonwealth Parliament, only it was rel!macted in 
------------
1
1. Hutchinson, Collection of Papers, p. 330. 
I 2. Ibid, p. 333. 
\ 
1660 
,, 
l 
I 
I 
vvi th the additional provision that the 11 enumerated arti,_ 
11 cles" such as tobacco, sugar and other commod1 ties wer ~ 
IJ to be 11 set on shore" in England . The purpose of this 
1
1 
policy wa s the two-fold one of obtaining revenue and 
I I of exercising control over the staples of colonial 
1
1 trade so necessary for England. It was permitted, how-
ever, and here lies the weakness of the act, that 
forei gn ships might come to colonial ports with mer-
chandis e ; and this made evasion of the act very easy. 
Besides the higher cost of merchandise when imported 
through England put a premium on trade with the French 
1 and Dutch sh~ps. This evil was soon recognized so that I 
I in 1663 an a.ddi tional act was passed which provided I 
jl 
I that all European goods should be carried to the colo- 1 
nies from England alone and in English ships, -- the 
I only excen tions being salt for the New England fish-
JI eries, wine from Spain, and a few other co mmodities. 
I 
This act of 1663 was a blow at Mass achusetts 'I 
1. 
/J trade with New Amsterdam; but the problem of enforcing \ 
it was so great that it was easily evaded. Besides, 
1 t h e people who were expected to carry out the pro-
visions of t his act were interested in the continuance 1 
I 
: 
I 
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of trade. To quote Hutchinson: 
"the Governor whose business it was to carry 
regulations of trade into execution, was an-
nually elected by people whose interest it 
was that they should not be observed." 
New Netherlands had always been a sore spot in , 
I 
the carrying out of English Colonial Policy; and so it l 
. I 
. I 
was mainly at cutting out this spot that these regula- · 
tiona were made. Needless to say, they led to war wit 
the Dutch in 1664 -- a war that reacted heavily on 
Massachusetts commerce. A Dutch fleet ravaged the 
coasts of New Foundland and Virginia; and threatened 
New England, thus putting a stop, temporarily, to all 
I 
I 
![ Massachusetts trade. As a result, prices fluctuated 
· considerably. With the end of the war, trade with t he i 
Dutch was resumed i n spite of t he Navigation Acts and ' 
I 1
J the fact that 
I Massachusetts 
New Netherl ands now became New York, l 
merchants relied so much on the Dutch to j 
supply them with those goods that they could not get \I 
except by importation through England at a higher cost ! 
Tr ade with Spain, Portugal and the Wine islan d 
also flourished; the vessels picking up grain in Vir- I 
ginia on their way home. Grain had ceased to be a I 
1. H~tchinson, History of Massachusetts, Vol. I, p. 17~ . 
'I 
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plentious commodity in Massachusetts; the scarcity at 
times caused the council to "order that no sort of 
bTain or corn be exported out of this Government until 
further orders. 111 Furthermore in a petition made for th 
repeal of an order of the General Court laying a duty 
on the imports of all grain from adjacent colonies, 2 
it was shown that from 30,000 to 40,000 bushels of 1 
grain were imported by Massachusetts annually. I 
I 
With the increase in maratime business, regula i 
1 tions had to be made to take care of it. In 1668 a 
il maratime code was drawn up. Provisions were made re-
quiring ships to undergo inspection before landing 
their goods; and in case of customs, the master of the 
vessel had to get a 11 passe 11 signed by the Governor3 
after he had a.ppe a.red in court and agreed to pay the 
customs. 
In 1672 the relations of England and Holland 
came to a climax. In the war that followed, Massachu-
setts commerce again suffered. A Dutch fleet off the 
coast of Virginia crip~led coastwise trade by seizing 
vessels, and finally came north and took New York. 
The danger of having their ships captured kept most 
1. Mass. Hist. Soc. Rec., Vol. III, p. 259. 
2. Essex Inst. Hist. Call. p. 80. 
3. Hutchionson, Collection of Papers, p . 477. 
I 
!I 
merchants from carrying on trade; but there was a 
slight tendency to direct trade toward Canada. 
Along with this war came another Navig.ation 
Act, thatof 1672. This made it necessary for every 
merchant to give bonds that the goods he was taking 
which were on the 11 enumerated" list, we r e going to 
England. This would have put a stop to West India 
trade as well as the trade with Catholic Europe. A 
tax was also put on goods going from one colony to 
another in order to equalize the cost of goods that 
did not go through the English customs with those that 1 
I 
did. But as in other cases, the men who had charge of 
enforcing the law were interested in commerce to a. 
large extent, and thus did not carry out its provision 
I fully. We find Col. William Byrd of Virginia ordering 
11 
J through his correspondent in Massachusetts a great1 
I variety of goods such as clothing, agricultural i mple-
1 mente and the like, a large portion of which was to be 
1 \\ paid for in bills of exchange. , 
)! With evasion of all these acts the order of thi 
1l day, Merchantmen did just about as they pleased. Ed-
11 ward Randolph who was sent over as c"own collector and 
1. Bruce, Econ. Hist. of Virginia, p. 322. 
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surveyor of customs found affairs in a sorry state. 
In his report of conditions he speaks of merchants 
trading directly with the Hans e towns, Guinea, and 
Madagascar. Such a business, he felt, left little to 
the merchants residing in England to import into any II 
j1 of the plantations, for the Massachusetts mercban ts en il 
/1 gaged i n this trade sold goods cheaper than those who i 
j paid the English customs tax. I 
In Massachusetts there grew up a sort of tramp ! 
I 
merchant vessel which tried to drum up trade at any I 
I 
. port. 
I 
Boston, whose merchants flourished on such trade, 
I ~~ thus became 
J attempts to 
the mart town of the We st Indies. All 1 
enforce the law were foiled at every turn. 
Juries would not convict. Some ships brazenly entered 
ports with goods from foreign ports and unloaded their 
wares unmolested. Others would enter some small port 
along the coast north of Boston on pretext of getting 
lumber, and then unload and have her goods carried 
overland to Boston. All th i s sounds like the present 
I day 11 boot-legging11 business so openly carried on. 
I, 
I 
\ 
It was useless to try to coerce a people into 
11 
do ing something that was so violently opposed to their ! 
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own interests. Their attitude is well shown in Ran-
dolph's report of a conversation he had with a mer-
chant on the subj ect of trade regulation: 
"He freely declared tha t the lawes ••.. 
made by your majesty and Parliament obligeth 
them to nothing but what consists with the 
interest of the colony ... and said your majes-
ty had confirmed this charter and all their priv-
~lege~ ~ ry by your Majesty's letter of the 28th 
June 1662 and that your Majesty could do less 
in reason than let them ehj oy their liberties 
and trade."l 
I In 1672 there was organi zed the Royal Company, 
1 
I 
an organization planned to deal in slaves; and ~t was 
felt that this might interfere with the trade carried II 
I 
I on by Massachusetts Merchants in the West Indies as 
the following letter shows: 
"The Ginny or Royall Co. labor to ingross the 
whole trade of Barbadoes to themsel ves; if, 1 
so as here was news, they have al ready a f fect- l,i 
ed what will become of poor New Ingland and I 
their trade?" Z 
Although these merchants did a big business in slaves, 
few came to Massachusetts. It mi ght be well to show 
the attitude of New England toward the slave trade. 
Among the early i nstances we find that Maveric~ 
on Noddles island had slaves which he took from the I 
I Spanish traders.; and Governor Winthrop records the ad-
36 
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mission to church of a negro maid servant1 of Mr. 
Stoughton of Dorchester. In 1645 two slaves seized2 
I off the coast of Africa were sent back, and in 1646 
1 we find the General Court passing an act3 "against 1 
~ I 
II the heinous crime of man stealing. Still we find la.- 1 
'I I )j ter on a record of an agreement4 between two men to go 
1 II on a voyage to Guinea for slaves. In general, however, 
II we are safe in saying that little or no slave trade tl 
'I 
II 
II 
I' 
I 
'I j, 
was conducted .between Massachusetts and the Guinea 
coast. 
Massachusetts commerce in this third quarter 
I 
I 
i 
of the seventeenth century was fairly prosperous. Ves ;· 
sels made trips to Spain, Portugal, the Southern Freno i 
I 
I 
ports, and Leghorn, the mart of the Mediterranean. I In I 
the coastwise trade, they made trips to Newfoundland I 
i 
and Annapolis Royal with provisions, salt, and rum; to ! 
New York,New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Vir-
ginia peddling every known commodity they could get j 
their hands on. They thus did a huckstering business5 1 
i with constant lo ading and unloading and changes of 
I 
I master and captain. A typical voyage might be: 
1\ 
!J I 
1
1. 
2. 
! 3. 
:1 4. 
15. 
i 
!I 
To England with lumber, furs, and naval stores ;I 
·I Winthrop, Vol. I, Slavery in Mass., 
Hutchinson, State 
Ibid, 60-291. 
p. 207. 
Lowell Lectures by M.H.S. 1869. 
Papers, Mass. Archives, 60-290. 
0. M. Andrews, Am. Hist. Rev., June 1914, p. 156. 
back to Newfoundland for fish, bringing supplies to 
j the fishermen; then to Spain and Portugal where it 
would peddle the fish, buy continental wares to sell 
in England, and then return home with English manufac- 11 
tured goods. It was trips like the se that made Massa- 1 
I chusetts ships famous as traders and laid the founda-
tion for that further commercial development in the 
II 
I 
I 
l 
I 
I 
I' 
I 
i 
I 
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eighteenth century. 
A good picture of trade conditions as they 
existed in 1676 is shown by the following from Ran-
dolph's Report of that year. 
Trade 
A. Commodities 
1. All t h ings necessary for shipping and 
naval furniture. 
Oak, Elm, Pine for Masts, Pitch, Tar, 
Hemp, Iron, Naval Stores. 
2. Horses, Cows, Sheep, Hogs, Goats. 
Wild beasts: beaver, other stag deer, 
moose and fox. 
3. Wheat, Rye, Barley, Oats, Peas. \ 
4. All kinds of fish - Cod, Mackerel, Herring. 
Places Exported to: 
To Virginia, J amaica and Maryland 
Beef, Port salted, Peas, Codfish 
I 
38 
To Barbadoes, Nevis and St. Christonhers. 
Above plus Horses, deal boards, pipe 
stores and Houses ready framed. 
To Spain, Portugal and the Strai ,ts, Madeira 
and Canary I slands 
Fish, timber, pipe stores, deal boards. 
England 
Mas ts and yards for ships. 
Fi~ and oak plank; with all sorts of 
peltry 
C. I mported from Plantations 
Tobacco, sugar, Indtgo, Cotton-wood, Ginger, 
Dogwood and rmn which are again transported 
to other ports. 
Navigation Act: 
There is no notice taken of the Act of Navi-
gation, Plantation or any other laws made in 
England for the regulation of trade. All 
nations having free liberty to come into their 
ports and vend their commodities without any 
1 
restraint; and in this as well as in other 
things that government would make the world 
believe they are a free state and do act in 1 
all matters accordingly and do presume to give 
1 
passports to ships without any regard to these 
rates pnesc.ribed by his majesty. 
Customs: I 
Upon all goods imported either sea or by land: 
All goods, wares, merchandizes 
living cattle and provisions 
Tax per hundred weight 
faya1 wines per tun 
Madera wine 
Canary, Sherry, Malaga 
French wines 
£. 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
10 
10 
13 
0 
10 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
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Brandy wl.ne 
Every ship of 200 tuns up 
Small ves sels - each voyage 
Every vessel above 200 tuns 
net built in the colony 
pays each voyage: 1/2 lb. 
per ton or 
Strangers vessels according 
to girth 
£. s. 
2~ 
0 10 
0 6 
0 0 
0 0 
d. 
0 
0 
8 
9 
6 
This is an interesting picture of conditions 
of Massachusetts commerce at it highest point of de-
velopment during the seventeenth century. 
By this time commerce had become the mainstay 
and prop on wh ich its economic supremacy in the colo- I· 
nies reeted. Drawn by the force of nature's law:s to 
follow the sea Massachusetts merchants had during three! 
quarters of a century built up a commerce with other 
I 
colonies, wi th the West Indies, with the Mediterranean 
countries and with England that was gro wing beyond 
the control of t he mother country. Attempts to contra] 
I it and limit it had failed of their purpose and had ,, 
,, 
II 
I 
I 
I 
rather acted as a bond of union among the co mpeting 
merchants. The spirit of independence fostered by 
t his trade was soon to show its effect on the internal 
rela tions of t he colonists; and the attempts of 
to destroy it were soon to lead to trouble-- a 
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so serious that it became an important factor in the 
eighteenth century rela.tions of Massachus etts with 
i! the mother country, and which was only settled by the 
:J 
lj Revolutionary War. 
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